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Abstract. Generally layered composite target consisting of camouflage, fiber reinforced concrete
(FRC), boulder-mixed cement mortar, ultra-high performance fiber reinforced concrete (UHPFRC),
high-density polyethylene (HDPE), and reinforced concrete is employed as a protective bunker to
safeguard military personnel from projectile impact loading. This research focuses on numerical
modelling to analyze the dynamic fracture behavior and assess the structural integrity of the layered
composite target under projectile impact. The results demonstrate that the layered composite target
exhibits superior protection against projectile impact loading compared to a monolayer reinforced
concrete target of equivalent thickness. Furthermore, the utilization of locally available boulders in
the cement mortar layer enhances the penetration resistance of the layered composite target. Conse-
quently, the layered composite target can be a suitable replacement for monolayer reinforced concrete
targets of equivalent thickness in scenarios involving projectile impact loading.

1 INTRODUCTION

The computational modeling of dynamic
fracture behavior in layered composite struc-
tures subjected to various strain-rate loadings
is an area of significant research interest [1, 2].
Layered composites have gained attention due
to their potential to provide enhanced resistance
against projectile impact loading, making them
suitable for military bunker applications. Un-
derstanding the fracture behavior of these struc-
tures under different loading conditions is cru-
cial for optimizing their design and improving
protective capabilities.

In military bunkers, the use of layered
composites, which consist of multiple mate-
rial layers, offers advantages over monolithic

structures such as reinforced concrete (RC) or
fiber-reinforced concrete (FRC) [3–8]. These
composites typically comprise layers such as
Camouflage, fiber reinforced concrete (FRC),
boulder-mixed cement mortar, ultra-high per-
formance fiber reinforced concrete (UHPFRC),
high-density polyethylene (HDPE), and rein-
forced concrete. Each layer contributes specific
properties to the overall structural response,
providing a combination of strength, energy ab-
sorption, and penetration resistance.

This research aims to investigate the dy-
namic fracture behavior of layered composite
structures and analyze their performance un-
der various strain-rate loadings, particularly in
the context of projectile impact. Computational
modeling using advanced software tools, such
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as Ansys Autodyn, allows for detailed analy-
sis of the damage mechanisms and structural re-
sponse of the layered composite targets.

The objective of this study is to quantita-
tively assess the mechanical performance of
the layered composite targets through numer-
ical simulations. Parameters of interest in-
clude the velocity profiles of the impacting pro-
jectiles, residual velocities, penetration depths,
crater diameters, and damage evaluation [9]. By
comparing the results with those obtained from
monolayer reinforced concrete targets of equiv-
alent thickness, the effectiveness of the layered
composites in providing enhanced protection
can be evaluated.

Furthermore, this research investigates the
fracture patterns within the layered composite
structures, taking into account the variation in
the strain-rate and material properties of each
layer [10]. The behavior of the layered com-
posites under different strain-rate loadings en-
ables a deeper understanding of their response
to dynamic fracture and aids in optimizing their
design for improved performance.

The findings of this study will contribute
to the advancement of computational model-
ing techniques for layered composite structures
and provide valuable insights into their dy-
namic fracture behavior under various strain-
rate loadings. By enhancing our understand-
ing of these materials response to projectile im-
pact, this research can inform the development
of more robust and effective protective struc-
tures for military applications, particularly in
scenarios where rapid loading and fracture are
critical concerns.

2 MATERIALS AND METHODS

A numerical investigation was conducted to
analyze the impact response of two types of tar-
gets subjected to impact velocity of 300 m/s of
an ogival-nose steel projectile with a diameter
of 50.80 mm [11] a shown in Fig.1(c).

(a) Target top view

(b) Target side view

(c) Projectile geometry

Figure 1: Geometry details

The first target consisted of a reinforced con-
crete monolayer of equivalent thickness with
dimensions of 1200 mm × 1200 mm × 340
mm. The second target was a multilayer com-
posite with dimensions of 1200 mm × 1200
mm × 425 mm. The layered composite target
was composed of distinct layers with varying
thicknesses. The configuration started with a
50 mm thick camouflage (soil) layer, followed
by a 50 mm thick layer of fiber-reinforced con-
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crete (FRC). Next, a 100 mm thick layer of
boulder-mixed cement mortar (BMCM) with
a boulder strength of 100 MPa was added.
This was followed by a 50 mm thick layer
of ultra-high-performance fiber reinforced con-
crete (UHPFRC) and a 25 mm thick layer of
high-density polyethylene (HDPE).

Figure 2: Mesh zoning of layered composite
target.

Finally, a 150 mm thick slab of reinforced
concrete with a strength of 30 MPa (RCC)
was included as shown in Fig.1(b). The cam-
ouflage layer was incorporated to provide vi-
sual integration of the target with the surround-
ing environment, reducing its visibility [12].
The BMCM layer served as an anti-penetration
layer, aiming to hinder complete penetration of
the projectile into the target [6]. The HDPE
layer acted as a shockwave absorber, dissipating
the impact energy generated during the event
[1]. Both the monolayer and layered compos-
ite targets contained reinforcement within the
concrete layers. The layered composite target
had two layers of reinforcement, comprising 8
mm diameter bars spaced at 110 mm center-to-

center. On the other hand, the monolayer target
included four layers of reinforcement with the
same specifications.

The geometric modelling and meshing
of the projectile was performed using Ansys
Workbench, while the modeling and meshing of
the reinforced concrete monolayer target, lay-
ered composite target, and reinforcement was
conducted using Ansys Autodyn [13]. To opti-
mize computational efficiency, a quarter model
with two axes of symmetry was employed in-
stead of the full model. The complete model of
the projectile was initially developed, followed
by the application of symmetry operations to
generate the quarter model. Fixed boundary
conditions were applied at the outer two faces of
the target, while symmetry boundary conditions
were imposed at the inner two faces as shown
in Fig.1(a). Mesh zoning techniques were em-
ployed to achieve a refined mesh in the inner
core region, where the projectile interacts with
the target, and a coarser mesh in the outer core
region as shown in Fig.2.

The reinforcement elements were modeled
using beam elements, while the remaining com-
ponents were represented as solid bodies. To
accommodate the significant deformations aris-
ing from the projectile impact loading, an Arbi-
trary Lagrangian Eulerian (ALE) processor was
employed. The interaction between surfaces
was simulated using the gap interaction method,
where each surface segment was associated
with a contact detection zone that determined
the initial separation between parts. Nodes en-
tering the contact detection zone experienced
repulsive forces proportional to their penetra-
tion depth into the zone and normal to the sur-
face segment, ensuring conservation of linear
and angular momentum. Gauge points were
strategically assigned along the z-direction to
both the monolayer reinforced concrete target
and the layered composite target, allowing the
extraction of desired outputs. The material
model adopted in this study is as shown in the
Table 1.
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Table 1: Material model summary.

S.No. Material Equation of State Strength Model Failure Model
1. Camouflage (soil) [13] Compaction MO Granular Hydro (Pmin)
2. MS Plate [14] Shock Johnson Cook Johnson Cook
3. FRC / BMCM P alpha RHT Concrete RHT Concrete

UHPRFC/Concrete [15]
4. HDPE [16] Shock Bi-linear hardening Plastic strain
5. Filler (Projectile) [11] Linear von Mises -
6. Casing (Projectile) [11] Linear von Mises -
7. Reinforcement [17] Linear Johnson Cook -

3 NUMERICAL VALIDATION
3.1 Single layer target

To validate the monolayer numerical model,
the experimental results from Hanchak et al.
[10] were utilized in a preliminary analysis.
Hanchak et al. conducted a study where an
ogival-nose steel projectile with a 30 mm cal-
iber and an ogive radius of 76.2 mm as shown
in Fig.3(c) impacted targets at velocities rang-
ing from 330 m/s to 1100 m/s.

(a) In plane reinforcement (b) Out of plane
reinforcement

(c) Projectile geometry

Figure 3: Geometry and reinforcement details

The projectile had a total mass of 0.50 kg.
The targets consisted of reinforced concrete

with strengths of 48 MPa and 140 MPa. The
dimensions of the reinforced concrete target
were 610 mm × 610 mm × 178 mm. Steel
bars with a diameter of 5.69 mm were used for
reinforcement, with in-plane and out-of-plane
spacing of 76.2 mm as shown in Fig.3(a) and
Fig.3(b).

Figure 4: Meshing details

The meshing of the projectile was divided
into two parts for improved accuracy. The
front portion of the projectile was meshed us-
ing tetrahedral elements, while the rear body
was meshed using the automatic meshing tech-
nique, employing a sweep type method. The
sweep type method involved initially meshing
the surface with quad/tri elements, which were
then swept through the volume.

Similarly, the reinforced concrete was
meshed using the sweep type method. The cen-
tral region, where the projectile impacted the
target, was assigned a finer element size to en-
sure precise capturing of results, as this area
was of particular interest. The reinforcement
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was meshed using the automatic method, utiliz-
ing circular meshing on the surface, which was

(a) 48 MPa concrete strength

(b) 140 MPa concrete strength

Figure 5: Ballistic curve

subsequently swept through the body as
shown in Fig.4. The validation has been pre-
sented here in the form of ballistic curve as
shown in Fig.5.

3.2 Layered target
To validate the numerical model for the lay-

ered composite target, the experimental findings
of Kamal et al. [18] were employed. Kamal et
al. conducted a study in which a steel blunt nose
projectile with a caliber of 23 mm impacted
concrete blocks reinforced with varying num-
bers of layers of woven wire steel mesh (Ferro-
cement), as depicted in Fig.6.

The projectile had a total mass of 175 g, and
it struck the concrete blocks at a velocity of

980 m/s. The dimensions of the concrete tar-
get were 550 mm × 550 mm × 400 mm.

(a) Projectile geometry

(b) Target geometry and meshing

Figure 6: Projectile and target geometry.

The reinforcement consisted of layers of
steel mesh measuring 500 mm × 500 mm, with
a wire diameter of 2 mm and a square opening
size of 50 mm. The experiment utilized two
concrete blocks positioned back-to-back, with
configurations comprising zero, four, eight, and
twelve layers of woven steel mesh.

The experimental tests were conducted on
four different configurations of concrete blocks,
with and without steel mesh reinforcement, as
described earlier. Measurements of depth of
penetration, residual velocity, and crater diam-
eter were obtained for each configuration at the
specified impact velocity, as presented in Table
2. In the numerical simulations, a half model
was utilized instead of a quarter model for im-
proved accuracy. The results obtained from the
numerical simulations were in good agreement
with the experimental results. It was observed
that an increase in the number of layers of steel
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Table 2: Experimental and numerical depth of penetration (DOP) and crater diameter of samples.

S No. Sample Depth of penetration (mm) Percentage variation (%) Crater diameter (mm)
Experimental Numerical Experimental Numerical

1. SW2-3 280 274.7 -1.89 290/fine crack 324/fine crack
2. SW1-2 287 285.14 -0.65 325/fine crack 327/fine crack
3. SW1-1 290 288.64 -0.47 355/fine crack 330/fine crack
4. SC-2 400 400 0.0 550/550 333/226

mesh resulted in a decrease in both the depth of
penetration and crater diameter. This indicates
an improvement in the penetration resistance of
the concrete block when reinforced with steel
mesh.

4 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
4.1 Mesh convergence study

The next crucial step is to conduct a mesh
convergence study, which is essential for accu-
rate and reliable numerical simulations in pro-
jectile impact loading [19].

Figure 7: Mesh convergence plot of single layer
target against projectile impact.

In this study, the FRC layer of the layered
configuration, as illustrated in Fig.1(b), was
modeled using varying mesh sizes of 10 mm,
8 mm, 6 mm, 4 mm, and 2 mm. Specifi-
cally, these mesh sizes were applied to the in-
ner portion of the target, which is the area of
interest where the projectile impacts, as men-
tioned in the validation section of the paper. The
mesh size of the outer portion of the target was
fixed at 20 mm. All other input parameters re-
mained constant while varying the mesh size

of the inner portion of the target. Numerical
simulations were performed, and the resulting
residual velocity, which served as the output,
was recorded for each mesh size and plotted as
shown in Fig.7. The analysis revealed that the
output converged at a mesh size of 4 mm.

4.2 Ballistic performance

In this subsection, the ballistic limit was de-
termined first for which impact velocity must be
greater than the ballistic velocity [20]. The bal-
listic limit, defined as the minimum impact ve-
locity required to perforate the target, was de-
termined through the numerical simulation of
projectile impact on the layered composite tar-
get. The residual velocity at various impact ve-
locities was obtained from the simulation [21]
and plotted as shown in Fig.8(a). A logarithmic
trendline was fitted to the data points of resid-
ual velocity and impact velocity. By setting
the residual velocity to zero in the logarithmic
equation, the impact velocity corresponding to
zero residual velocity was identified as the bal-
listic limit of the layered target which came out
to be 1230 m/s.

Furthermore, the ballistic performance of the
layered composite was determined in terms of
penetration depth (DOP), end slab deflection
(ESD) and deformed projectile length (DPL)
for impact velocity less than the ballistic ve-
locity as shown in Fig.8(b), Fig.8(c), and
Fig.8(d). Increasing impact velocity correlates
with higher depth of penetration and greater de-
flection of the end slab, while simultaneously
leading to a decrease in the length of the de-
formed projectile.
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(a) Ballistic limit velocity.

(b) Penetration depth.

(c) End slab deflection.

(d) Deformed projectile length.

Figure 8: Ballistic performance of the layered
composite target at varying strain-rate.

4.3 Dynamic fracture behavior

The dynamic fracture behavior of the indi-
vidual layers in a layered composite target un-
der projectile impact loading plays a crucial role
in determining the overall performance and pro-
tective capabilities of the structure. Each layer
within the composite target exhibits unique
fracture characteristics and contributes to the
overall resistance against projectile penetration.

The investigation of fragment velocities un-
der different impact velocities reveals interest-
ing findings. Fig.9(b) illustrates that the average
velocity of fragments exhibits a linear increase
as the initial impact velocity rises. Remarkably,
the slope of the fitted line is notably lower than
1, suggesting that the initial impact velocity is
significantly higher than the average velocity of
the fragments. Similarly, the maximum veloc-
ity of the fragments also shows a linear relation-
ship with the initial impact velocity as shown in
Fig.9(c) and Fig.9(a). These findings provide
valuable insights into the dynamic behavior of
fragments and their velocities in response to
varying impact velocities and Fig.9(d) presents
the investigation of fragment distribution under
different impact velocities reveals noteworthy
trends. As shown in Fig.9(d), the number of
large fragments exhibits a linear increase. How-
ever, a slight decrease and increase in the num-
ber of small fragments is observed within the
impact velocity range of 500 m/s to 2000 m/s.
This decrease and increase coincides with the
change in the number of large fragments.As the
impact velocity increases, the number of large
fragments gradually rises. Subsequently, when
the impact velocity surpasses 700 m/s, the num-
ber of large fragments reaches its peak value,
approximately 200, after which it experiences
a continuous decrease. It is essential to note
that large fragments pose a higher danger coef-
ficient due to their potential for greater destruc-
tive power and impact force, thereby posing sig-
nificant threats to the military personnel. These
observed trends in fragment distribution under
varying impact velocities provide valuable in-
sights into the dynamics of the fragmentation
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(a) Maximum velocity of fragment (b) Average velocity of fragment

(c) Number of large fragment (d) Number of small fragment

Figure 9: Dynamic fracture at varying strain-rate.

process, which is crucial for understanding
the potential hazards associated with impact
events in different scenarios [22].

4.4 Performance in terms of target pene-
tration

In this section, the results of the numerical
simulations investigating the impact of a projec-
tile on both the reinforced concrete monolayer
target and the layered composite target were
presented. The analysis focused on determin-
ing the equivalent diameter of the damage area
on the front and rear surfaces of the targets, as
well as the depth of penetration. These values
were summarized in Table 3. The equivalent
damage area diameter was calculated using the
formula:

Deq = 2× R1 +R2

2
(1)

Here, R1 represents the damage area radius
along the y-axis, R2 represents the damage area

radius along the x-axis, and Deq corresponds to
the equivalent damage diameter.

The comparison between the monolayer tar-
get and the layered composite target revealed
differences in the equivalent damage diameter
on the front face and the rear face. The fully
damaged area was represented by the red por-
tion, while the undamaged area was depicted in
blue in Fig.10. The damage at the end slab of
the layered target was due to the bending of the
slab while the damage in the monolayer target
was due to the energy absorbed by the target.

In the layered target, most of the energy was
being absorbed by the BMCM layer thus the
damage on the rear face was developed due to
bending tension as shown in Fig.10(c). Ad-
ditionally, The results indicate that the projec-
tile experienced an earlier cessation of motion
when impacting the multilayer target compared
to the monolayer target. This observation sug-
gests that the rate of deceleration of the
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Table 3: Equivalent diameter of damage area of monolayer target and layered composite target post
impact.

Target type
Target

thickness
(mm)

Front face Rear face
Depth of

penetration (mm)
with % penetration

R1

(mm)
R2

(mm)

Equivalent
damage
diameter

(mm)

R1

(mm)
R2

(mm)

Equivalent
damage
diameter

(mm)
Monolayer
target (30 MPa) 340 170 150 320 150 190 340 (spalling) 210.90 (62.03%)

Layered composite
target (end slab) 425 Nil Nil Nil 330 330 660 (cracks) 193.71 (45.58 %)

(a) Penetrated projectile (b) Front damage diameter (c) Rear spalling

(d) Penetrated projectile (e) RCC slab front damage (f) RCC slab rear spalling &
crack

Figure 10: Penetration depth and damage diameter of monolayer and layered composite target.

projectile was significantly higher in the case
of the multilayer target. The deceleration can be
quantified as the slope of the velocity profile,
demonstrating the rapid reduction in projectile
velocity upon impact with the multilayer target.
Such findings highlight the effectiveness of the
multilayer configuration in absorbing and dissi-
pating the projectile’s kinetic energy, leading to

a more abrupt decrease in its velocity compared
to the monolayer target as shown in Fig.11(a).
Scabbing was observed on the rear face of the
monolayer target, whereas tensile cracks oc-
curred in the layered target. The penetration
depth of the layered composite target was de-
termined to be 193.71 mm (45.58%), while the
monolayer composite target exhibited a pene-
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tration depth of 210.90 mm (62.03%).

(a) Velocity profile of monolayer and layered target.

(b) Monolayer target internal energy profile.

(c) layered target internal energy profile.

Figure 11: Monolayer and layered target com-
parison in velocity profile and internal energy
profile.

5 CONCLUSION
In this research, numerical study was car-

ried out to model the dynamic impact-induced

fragmentation phenomenon in layered compos-
ite target. The study extensively explored the
ballistic performance, fragment behavior under
varying strain-rate, and performance in terms of
target penetration. The key findings can be sum-
marized as follows:

1. Layered composite target possess good
ballistic performance under varying
strain-rate condition. The ballistic limit
velocity of the proposed layered target
configuration came out to be 1230 m/s.

2. Important parameters such as depth
of penetration (DOP), end slab deflec-
tion (ESD), and the deformed projectile
length (DPL) were predicted with varying
impact velocities lower than the ballistic
limit velocity of the layered target.

3. The study comprehensively analyzed the
characteristics of the generated fragments
and their behavior during flight at varying
strain-rate.

4. The layered composite targets exhibited
superior performance when subjected to
projectile impact loading. These targets
demonstrated enhanced penetration resis-
tance and minimal damage area diame-
ter compared to the reinforced concrete
monolayer target. Therefore, it is rec-
ommended to replace the monolayer rein-
forced concrete targets with layered com-
posite targets in bunker construction to
achieve improved penetration resistance
against projectile impacts with reduction
in overall construction costs.
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